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15 July 1856

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van Raatle presided and
also served as clerk, some matters of business were taken care of such as receiving new members, bidding on open
places in the pews, and refusal of Tamme Woltmans who wants his child baptized but refuses to make profession of
faith. Only two elders and three deacons were in attendance.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp. 30a
and 30b.

Page 30 (a)
Meeting Held on June 2, 1856
Present were Elders Keppel and Apeldoorn; Deacons te Roller, de Vries, and Wilterdink;
and Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2— Profession of faith was made by Louis/Henry Streng, Jan van Dam,
Johannes van Lente, and Frederika Berendina Sm'tsi
ARTICLE 3 - Arrangements for pew seating in the new church will make use of the old
numbers.
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided to take an offering for domestic and foreign mission work
at the monthly prayer services.
ARTICLE 5— The minutes were e d and approved.
ARTICLE 6 — Brother Keppel brings a report concerning the controversy between
/
Schaap and Kerkhof. The judgment is made that Schaap is not less guilty in this matter.
Kerkhof has acknowledged g ilt in that he should have spoken to Brother Schaap
beforehand.
ARTICLE 8 (sic) — The mting was closed with prayer by D. te Roller.
A. C. van Raalte, clerk
Meeting of July 15, 1856
Present were Elders Labots, Hekhuis; Deacons Plugger, te Roller, de Vries; and Rev. A.
C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — A membership statement was received from the Drenthe congregation on
behalf of Albert Bakker and his wife, Detsje Zipma, including the following children:
Oege, Wietse, Fokke, originally from Franeker, Vriesland, the Netherlands, 1854.
ARTICLE 3 — Saturday, plus eight days, there will be a public opportunity to bid on the
open places for seating in the pews. Announcements will be made tomorrow evening in
the Wednesday evening worship service and posters in Plugger's store.

Page 30b
ARTICLE 4 — The Lord's Supper will be celebrated the first Sunday in August. Before
this, Brother Slag will be approached about his neglect of baptism.
ARTICLE 5 — Conversation ensued concerning Tamme Woltmans, who desires to have
his child baptized but refuses to make profession of faith. It is suggested to him that the
questions at baptism may be asked of the grandmother, but the mother objects to this.
ARTICLE 6— The meeting was ended with prayer by J. Labots.
A. C. van Raalte, clerk

